The Universal Provider

nearest Paddington was a large, open nursery-garden,
which in summer was gay with dahlias, geraniums, and
other bedding plants. At the other end was a brick-
field where the present Archer Street runs, and be-
tween the brickfield and the Grove was an open space
where small boys were wont to congregate and fight
out their quarrels.

During the ten years before Whiteley saw it, how-
ever, Westbourne Grove had undergone much change.
The Westbourne river and the lane beside it which ran
from the Bayswater Road down to the Royal Oak had
been replaced by a new street named Queen's Road.
Along the Bayswater Road itself, forming the northern
edge of Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, had
sprung up rows of stately mansions habited by the
aristocracy.   Parallel with Queen's Road, like tribu-
taries of the Bayswater Road, had been laid out a
series of  terraces, Westbourne Terrace,   Gloucester
Terrace, and Porchester Terrace.   And in the angle
between Queen's Road and Westbourne Grove were
several quiet and well-kept squares, Kensington Gar-
dens Square, Leinster Square, and Prince's Square.  It
was a district obviously growing in prosperity, although
fringed   on   the  north   and   north-west   by   slums.
Westbourne Grove marked more or less the divid-
ing line between the rich and poor quarters of this
new 'West End.'   Inevitably the gardens along its
frontage  were built  over  and  the  cottages pulled
down to make way for the houses of professional men
and for shops.1   But these shops seemed to confirm
by their ill-success the warnings of the Handy Book

1 The first shop in Westbourne Grove was that of a chemist named
Holmes. It was opened in 1854

[60]